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Portable Weather Alert Radio

Model: WR601

User Manual
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INTRODUCTION

Thank you for selecting the compact Portable Weather 
Alert Radio (WR601) from Oregon ScientiýcÊ. The WR601 
is a multi-function device that operates on the same 
radio frequencies used by the National Weather Radio 
(NWR). With an Early Alert system, users are alerted to 
weather and other environmental dangers. This small, 
lightweight device is constructed of durable materials and 
has a reception range of up to 50 miles (64 km). It is also 
equipped with a digital clock and daily alarm.

The 2-line liquid crystal display (LCD) is easy to read. 
Switching from 1 display mode to another is a 1-step 
procedure, and the electroluminescent (EL) backlight 
ensures that nighttime warnings can be seen in low 
light levels.

ABOUT THE NATIONAL WEATHER RADIO 
SYSTEM

The National Weather Service (NWS) is an agency within 
the National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) that operates a nationwide network of radio 
stations known as the NOAA Weather Radio (NWR). 
The NWR radio system broadcasts warning information 
for all types of hazards both natural and technological. 
Working in conjunction with the Emergency Alert System 
(EAS), NWR is an all-in-one hazards radio network and is 
considered to be the single source of all comprehensive 
weather and emergency information.

A nationwide network, the NWR consists of more than 
800 stations in the United States, Puerto Rico, the U.S. 
Virgin Islands and U.S. Paciýc Territories. Broadcasts are 
designed to meet local needs. Routine programming is 
repeated every few minutes and consists of local forecast, 
regional conditions and marine forecasts. Additional 
information, including river stages and climatic data, 
is also provided. During emergencies, these routine 
broadcasts are interrupted to report speciýc warnings, 
watches or other critical information.
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KEY FEATURES

FRONT

1. LCD

2. MODE BUTTON

 Å Switch between clock, calendar, and alarms  
  (1 and 2). 

 Å Enables clock, calendar, and alarm setting.

3. CHANNEL BUTTON

 Å Enable / exit channel setting mode.

  Å Press CHANNEL and  in quick succession to 
activate / deactivate the keypad lock.

4. INDICATOR

 Red / green LED indicates radio (on / off) and alert status.

5. COUNTY BUTTON

 Å Enables county mode. 

 Å Change county settings (0-6).

 Å Enter / change the setting of a displayed county  
  code.

6. RADIO SPEAKER

 Adjustable voice-speaker volume.

BACK

1. BATTERY COMPARTMENT LATCH

2. BATTERY COMPARTMENT

 Houses 3 UM-3 or ñAAò size 1.5V alkaline batteries.

TOP
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NATURE OF ACTIVATION MESSAGE 

Flash Flood Watch WATCH

Flash Flood Statement ADVISORY

Flash Flood Warning WARNING

Flood Watch WATCH

Flood Statement ADVISORY

Flood Warning WARNING

Fire Warning WARNING

Flash Freeze Warning WARNING

Freeze Warning WARNING

Hurricane Statement ADVISORY

Hazardous Materials Warning WARNING

Hurricane Watch WATCH

Hurricane Warning WARNING

High Wind Watch WATCH

High Wind Warning WARNING

Iceberg Warning WARNING

Industrial Fire Warning WARNING

Local Area Emergency ADVISORY

Law Enforcement Warning WARNING

Land Slide Warning WARNING

National Audible Test ADVISORY

National Information Center ADVISORY

Network Notiýcation  ADVISORY

National Periodic Test ADVISORY

NATURE OF ACTIVATION MESSAGE 

Administrative message ADVISORY

Avalanche Watch WATCH

Avalanche Warning WARNING

Biological Hazard Warning WARNING

Boil Water Warning WARNING

Blizzard Warning WARNING

Child Abduction Emergency ADVISORY

Civil Danger Warning WARNING

Civil Emergency Message WARNING

Coastal Flood Watch WATCH

Coastal Flood Warning WARNING

Chemical Hazard Warning WARNING

Contaminated Water Warning WARNING

Dam Watch WATCH

Dam Break Warning WARNING

Contagious Disease Warning WARNING

Practice / Demo ADVISORY

Dust Storm Warning WARNING

Emergency Action Notiýcation WARNING

Emergency Action Termination ADVISORY

Earthquake Warning WARNING

Immediate Evacuation WARNING

Evacuation Watch WATCH

Food Contamination Warning WARNING
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NATURE OF ACTIVATION MESSAGE

National Silent Test ADVISORY

Nuclear Power Plant Warning WARNING

Power Outage Advisory ADVISORY

Radiological Hazard Warning WARNING

Required Monthly Test ADVISORY

Required Weekly Test ADVISORY

Special Marine Warning WARNING

Special Weather Statement ADVISORY

Shelter In-Place Warning WARNING

Severe Thunderstorm Watch WATCH

Severe Thunderstorm Warning WARNING

Severe Weather Statement ADVISORY

Tornado Watch WATCH

911 Telephone Outage Emergency ADVISORY

Tornado Warning WARNING

Tropical Storm Watch WATCH

Tropical Storm Warning WARNING

Tsunami Watch WATCH

Tsunami Warning WARNING

Volcano Warning WARNING

Wild Fire Watch WATCH

Wild Fire Warning WARNING

Winter Storm Watch WATCH

Winter Storm Warning WARNING

NATURE OF ACTIVATION MESSAGE

Unrecognized Watch WATCH 

Unrecognized Emergency ADVISORY 

Unrecognized Statement ADVISORY 

Unrecognized Warning WARNING 

 NOTE The 4 ñUnrecognizedò messages above will 
appear when a new NOAA alert message is created 
and broadcasted. The unit will not be able to recognize 
the message as it is not in the software database.

For more information about the Emergency Alert 
System and event codes, please visit:   
www.fcc.gov/eb/eas/ or www.nws.noaa.gov/os/eas_
codes.htm

SAME MESSAGES

The WR601 receives SAME warning messages in 3 classiýcations 
depending upon the level of emergency: Warning, Watch and 
Advisory. In addition to these 3 classiýcations, there is another 
type of message - Test. The purpose of this NWR service is 
to assist you in verifying that your WR601 NOAA weather 
radio is set-up and working properly. Each week the National 
Weather Service Ofýce will broadcast a test message in 
SAME format. To receive the Test message, your WR601 
needs to be in NOAA-on, NOAA-standby, or NOAA-mute 
mode with a county code and NWR channel selected and 
programmed into the radio. If your WR601 is properly set, a 
þashing ñTestò icon will be displayed on the LCD when a Test 
message is received. The ñTestò icon will continue 
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If the Test is cancelled due to the threat of severe weather, 
the Test broadcast schedule will resume with the next 
available good-weather day.

If you have any questions regarding alarm tests or to 
verify if a test was conducted, contact the programming 
ofýce of your local NOAA Weather Radio station.

CARE AND MAINTENANCE

When handled properly, this unit is engineered to give 
years of satisfactory service.

To properly maintain this product:
1. The unit is splash proof but do not immerse it in  
 water. If the unit comes in contact with water, dry it  
 with a soft lint-free cloth.

2. Do not clean the unit with abrasive or corrosive  
 materials. Abrasive cleaning agents may scratch  
 the plastic parts and corrode the electronic circuit.

3. Do not subject the unit to excessive force, shock,  
 dust, temperature, or humidity. Such treatment may  
 result in malfunction, a shorter electronic life span,  
 damaged batteries, or distorted parts.

4. Do not tamper with the unitôs internal components.  
 Doing so will terminate the unitôs warranty and may  
 cause damage. The unit contains no user-serviceable  
 parts.

5. Only use new batteries as speciýed in this instruction  
 manual. Do not mix new and old batteries as the old  
 batteries may leak corrosive or hazardous þuids.

to þash for over an hour after the Test message is received.
NOAA Weather Radio stations broadcast the Test Message 
every Wednesday between 10:00AM and Noon, local 
time. (Test messages may also be sent on other days 
and times when there is a threat of severe weather in 
the listening area or for other reasons).

Corresponding with the ñTestò icon, the following broadcast 
will be made immediately after sounding the Test alarm:

ñThis is the National Weather Service Ofýce in ... (city) .... 
The preceding signal was a test of the Weather Radio 
Station ... (call sign) ... public warning system. During 
potentially dangerous weather situations, specially built 
receivers can be automatically activated by this signal to 
warn of the impending hazard. Tests of this signal and 
receiversô performance are normally conducted by the 
National Weather Service at ... (time) ... each Wednesday. 
If there is a threat of severe weather, the test will be 
postponed to the next good-weather day. Reception of 
this broadcast, and especially the warning alarm, will 
vary at any given location. This variability, normally more 
noticeable at greater distances from the transmitter, can 
occur even though you are using a good quality receiver 
in good working order. To provide the most consistent and 
dependable warning service possible, the warning alarm 
will be activated for hazardous watches and warnings for 
the following counties .... (list of counties)...ò

When more than 1 state is involved, the names of the 
states will always preceed the names of the counties 
in that state.
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SPECIFICATIONS

RADIO FUNCTIONS

Channels: Digital PLL tuning for 7 NOAA 
channels

SAME code  6 independent setting 
setting options: or ALL counties

Volume: 7 adjustment levels

TIME FUNCTIONS

Clock: 12 or 24 hour format

Calendar: Calendar day-of-the-week display 
in English, French or Spanish

 User-select month/day or day/
month format

Daily alarms: 2 one-minute duration alarms

Snooze: 8-minute alarm delay

Accuracy: + / - 0.5 seconds / day

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS

Battery Type: 3 UM-3 or ñAAò size 1.5V alkaline 
batteries

AC / DC Adapter: 7.5V - 350mA

LCD Dimensions: 2 (L) x 0.9 (W) inches (50 x 22 mm)

Unit Dimensions: 5.4 (L) x 3 (W) x 1.4 (D) inches 
(137 x 74 x 35 mm)

Unit Weight: 4.5 oz (131 g) without batteries

Operating Temperature: 23 ęF to 122 ęF (-5 ęC to 50 ęC)

CAUTION
Å The content of this manual is subject to change  
 without notice.

Å Due to printing limitations, the display shown in this  
 manual may differ from the actual product display.

Å The contents of this manual may not be reproduced  
 without the permission of the manufacturer.

ABOUT OREGON SCIENTIFIC

Visit our website (www.oregonscientiýc.com) to learn 
more about Oregon Scientiýc products such as digital 
cameras; MP3 players; childrenôs electronic learning 
products and games; projection clocks; health and 
ýtness gear; weather stations; and digital and conference 
phones. The website also includes contact information 
for our Customer Care department in case you need 
to reach us, as well as frequently asked questions and 
customer downloads.

We hope you will ýnd all the information you need on our 
website, however if youôre in the US and would like to 
contact the Oregon Scientiýc Customer Care department 
directly, please visit:
www2.oregonscientiýc.com/service/default.asp

OR

Call 1-800-853-8883.

For international inquiries, please visit:
www2.oregonscientiýc.com/about/international.asp










