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A healthier way to sit. 

Its back moves as your back moves. Its arms move as your arms
move. Its seat moves as your seat moves. It’s the first chair that
actually changes shape to mimic and support the movement of your
spine. Thanks to its advanced technology and extraordinary comfort,
the Leap® chair is a proven technology… a healthier way to sit.

Leap chairs in Platinum frame 6249, Designtex Vibe Papaya upholstery J5531
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An ergonomic Leap this big 
doesn’t just happen. It comes
from a deep understanding 
of how people sit.
11 studies, 732 test participants, 4 universities 
and 27 scientists. 

What happens when you assemble a team of ergonomic
experts and ask them to figure out how to make the
world’s best high performance chair?

Concerned about the rising incidence of back problems,
they used light emitting diodes and time lapse photo- 
graphy to record how people’s backs behaved when they
sat in chairs. They continued their research over four
years, and 732 test participants later, they had answers. 

What their research revealed became our rule book for
designing the Leap chair (and every Steelcase chair to
come after). 

Backed by four years of research, development and 
testing, and protected by 47* patents, the Leap chair 
and its technology embody our discoveries about
ergonomic seating.

Not only will the chairs you sit in at work never be the
same again. Neither will your car seats and the seats 
you sit in on airplanes. 

*Issued U.S. utility and design patents.



“Although there are many seat designs that 
claim to be ergonomic in nature, almost none 
have embodied what we currently know about the 
science of ergonomics as well as the Leap chair.
The Leap chair’s design is consistent with 
proven ergonomic principles.” 

W.S. Marras, Ph.D., CPE, Institute for Ergonomics, 
The Ohio State University

462-16179

Black frame 6205

Adjustable Height, Width,
Pivot and Depth arms 

Upholstered back and
seat: Designtex Vibe; 
Key Lime J559
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4Leap chairs in Platinum frame 6249, Designtex Vibe Coconut upholstery J548; Pathways® Post and Beam workstations with Duo™ storage



Compliments from your boss 
as a benefit of a healthy back?
We can’t guarantee praise from your boss from sitting 
in a Leap chair, but don’t be surprised if it happens. 
Years after Leap technology first launched on the market,
a group of independent researchers wanted to know if
there was a link between comfort and productivity in the
office. They designed an extensive field study to find 
out, studying over 200 participants for one year in 
their offices.* 

They gave one group of participants Leap chairs and
office ergonomics training. A second group received
ergonomics training but kept their old chairs. And a 
control group received ergonomics training only after 
the study was complete. 

What they found was that the participants who received
the Leap chair with ergonomic training demonstrated 
significantly lower musculoskeletal symptoms. In other
words, they were more comfortable. In addition, the
study showed that these same participants experienced
a substantial increase in productivity, with average 
productivity gains of nearly 18% per employee. 
That should make any boss happy.

1 = Leap chair + Training 
2 = Training-Only 
3 = No Training 

Comfort 
over time
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In this study, individuals
who received office
ergonomic training 
and sat in Leap chairs
increased productivity 
by 17.8% after a year.

17.8%

Productivity
increase* 

To find out more about this study, refer to the Leap Productivity and
Health Impact Study paper, available on Steelcase.com.

*Leap Productivity and Health Impact Study was coordinated by Health 
and Work Outcomes, an independent health and research consulting
company. Individual customer results may vary from those shown 
in the study. 



462-16189

Platinum frame 6249

Adjustable Height, Width,
Pivot and Depth arms 

Upholstered back: 3D Knit;
Coconut 5065

Upholstered seat: Designtex
Vibe; Coconut J548
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Leap chairs in Black frame 6205, Designtex Vibe Papaya upholstery J553; Universal Worksurface mobile tables; Turnstone Pet Lounges; Mat rug by Paola Lenti  6


